
Hello 7th Graders! 
 
I am so excited to meet all of you in August! We are going to have so much fun in 7th grade 
ELA. In 7th grade we read two novels (The Giver by Lois Lowry and The Outsiders by S.E. 
Hinton), poetry, myths, and nonfiction texts. Understanding what you read is very important in 
both 7th and 8th grade. Even though we practice these skills throughout the year it is still 
important to read over the summer. For summer reading you will all 
be asked to read Schooled by Gordon Korman.  
 
Book information:  
Title: Schooled 
Author: Gordon Korman 
Page Count: 208 
Format: Paperback 
Grade Reading Level: 6-8 
*You can buy this book at Barnes and Noble for $6.99* 
 
Summary: 
Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has always been homeschooled until his teacher and hippie grandma, 
Rain, falls out of a tree. Now he goes to Claverage Middle school and stays with Mrs. Donelly 
and her daughter Sophie. At school Cap sticks out like a sore thumb. He gets elected for eighth 
grade president and wins! But being president wasn’t what Cap wanted. Not at all! At home, 
Sophie is giving him a hard time, but when Cap goes missing everyone gets worried and thinks 
he died. They even plan a memorial from him. Did Cap really die? And how will he survive 
school until Rain is better again? 
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Important Directions: 
For each chapter please write a 5-7 sentence summary. Summaries need to include detailed 
information to help the reader understand what the chapter was about. You can either type or 
handwrite your summaries, but you need to bring your summaries with you to class on the first 
day of school. These summaries will be counted as a grade for Q1 of the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
Have fun reading and see you soon! 
 
Best regards, 
Mrs. Holland 
(Ms. Specker) 



7th/8th Grade English Language Arts Teacher 


